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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



at the opening of every morning sitting. I must add to 
his honor that when interviewed for that object he 
declared emphatically that so far as he was concerned he 
would have willingly called upon some one to open the 
meeting with prayer. Well, one morning when the three 
minutes were about expiring, an English lady belonging 
to the Society of Friends began to pray aloud and offered 
an earnest petition. The continental members, for the 
most part, thought that she was delivering an address. 
The French lady I have mentioned above asked me what 
the English lady had been saying. " She has been pray- 
ing." "Praying," she exclaimed with an unmistakable 
and deep expression of astonishment on her face, 
" Praying ! and what did she say ? " " She has asked 
God to bless the President and all the members of 
Congress and so direct all the discussions that they 
may co-operate efficiently to reach the aim for which 
we are gathered." " How beautifully simple !" replied 
Mme. R. " You see, sir, I do not belong either 
to one party or to another, but I respect all and 
especially strong convictions, and, shall I tell you, the 
longer I live, the more I see and observe the more 1 
become convinced that we must come back to it (mean- 
ing God and prayer) or else we are done for (nous 
sommes flambis) . 

And, now, a word in conclusion. It is the first time 
that I have taken part in a Congress for Peace. I have 
given five days to it and I do not regret them. For a 
man whose hands are always overfull with work it is no 
small compliment. But I go further and wish to declare 
that I do deplore that so many Christians keep aloof from 
Peace Societies. I know that in many Peace Societies 
are to be found men and women whose religious feelings 
are in flat contradiction with Christianity. But is that 
a sufficient reason to stay away from them? We Chris- 
tians believe them to be on the wrong side, nay, more, 
we believe them to be fatally wrong ; and what are we 
doing to save them? By our sermons? — they do not 
listen to them. By our books? — they do not read them. 
There is one platform on which we meet them and do 
some good to them, the platform on which common 
sympathy for one good object brings us together. The 
Master said that his disciples were to be the " Salt of 
the earth." Now everybody knows that the salt must 
be in the kettle and not at its side if it is to salt its 
contents. But I check myself before I go too far on 
the sermonizing line. I cannot help believing that living 
Christians would do a world of good by mixing with 
infidels for the accomplishment of good objects such as 
that which the Peace Societies have in view. 

Rome, December, 1891. 



— It is officially reported that in every four years period 
of the German army statistics one thousand private 
soldiers commit suicide. 

— Rev. W. Evans Darby, LL.D., delivered a very inter- 
esting and warmly welcomed address on "The Peace 
Teaching of the late James Russell Lowell," in Glasgow, 
Oct. 13, 1891. This leads us to think how much there 
was in the "Biglow Papers," and even in the great 
"Commemoration Ode" that rose higher than the spirit of 
strife. 



CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN TEE PRESIDENT OF 
THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY AND TEE EXE- 
CUTIVE DEPARTMENT AT WASHINGTON IN RELA- 
TION TO THE SETTLEMENT OF THE ITALIAN 
CONTROVERSY. 

6 Joy St., Boston, Nov. 26, 1891. 
To Benjamin Hakkison, 

President of the United States : 

Sir: May I ask the privilege, as President of the 
American Peace Society and on behalf of many citizens, to 
express to you our earnest wish that relations of friend- 
liest accord may be re-established between Italy and our 
own powerful and beloved country. 

Of course we sympathize thoroughly with the American 
view of the controversy, yet we feel that now, as always, 
it is well to give full weight to the opinions and feelings 
of the other side. 

I happened to be in Rome last winter when the corre- 
spondence was going on, and I took pains to watch the 
expressions of opinion, not only in Italy, but in the press 
of Germany and France, and especially of England. It 
was with a sense of deep annoyance that I observed what 
seemed to me their unjust criticisms of the United States. 
Yet I suppose we must heed the judgment of impartial 
persons, especially where they are usually so full of appre- 
ciation of the magnanimity and power and marvellous 
prospects of America. 

May we not justly treasure as one of the grandest 
heritages which we and our ancestors have achieved, and 
which we shall transmit to our children, this sincere and 
well-grounded respect of other civilized lands for America, 
based on our high sense of justice, and our respect for 
all other countries, however small they may be, compared 
with our own vast proportions. Another consideration 
bearing on this question with Italy grows out of the fact 
that our people are fast becoming the greatest travellers in 
other lands, and that it is for the interest of our citizens 
that a very high standard of protection be universally 
recognized for the inhabitants of one country travelling 
or living in another. As a frequent traveller for thirty- 
five years I have always observed with pride and pleas- 
ure, the conscious sense of absolute security which our 
countrymen feel in the almost visible protection which 
our nationality affords and which all other nations honor- 
ably and instantly respect. 

These various considerations may well lead the United 
States to take such action in adjusting our disagreement 
with Italy as to deserve and receive the approval of the 
best men of all lands for our magnanimity and courtesy. 
Neither they nor we can forget, whatever shape correspon- 
dence or settlement may assume, the overwhelming pre- 
ponderance of power of the United States, which the 
press of Europe recognizes in one way or another at every 
turn, and the fact that Italy is struggling bravely up into 
increasing liberty under grave difficulties. 

The respect and admiration which Americans have 
always cherished towards Italy and which the Italians 
have reciprocated towards the United States may also in- 
spire us to deal with this controversy in such a way that 
this long and deeply cherished international friendship 
may not be lost. The friendship of nations is of priceless 
value to them and to the world. 

If therefore you should think it judicious to express 
in your annual message, which all Europe will read, as 
well as the United States, the regret which America feels 
at the outbreak and at the misunderstanding which has 
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grown out of it, and our earnest wish to restore friendly 
relations, and to pay to Italy amends for the lives of the 
two Italian citizens, I feel sure that all with whom I have 
conversed would yield the heartiest support and approval 
to such an honorable effort of the United States to brush 
away this trivial and temporary cause of misunderstand- 
ing, and to re-establish friendship. 

In conclusion I beg to express the sincere respect which 
we all feel for yourself, our honored President, and out- 
earnest wish to support your guidance of the affairs of 
our country for its honor and welfare. 

Your obedient servant, 

KOBERT TREAT PAINE, 
President of the American Peace Society. 

Executive Mansion, Washington, Nov. 30, 1891. 

Hon. Robert Tbeat Paine, 

President of the American Peace Society, 
Boston, Mass. 
Dear Sir : I am directed by the President to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of your favor of the 26th instant, and to 
thank you for your friendly expressions. Your sugges- 
tions concerning the relations between the United States 
and Italy will have consideration. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) E. W. HALFORD, 

Private Secretary, 

Department of State, Washington, Dec. 4, 1891. 

Robert Treat Paine, Esq., 

President of the American Peace Society, 
Boston, Mass. 
Sir : The President has caused to be referred to this 
department your letter of the 26th ultimo, in which you 
express the earnest wish that relations of friendship may 
be established between Italy and the United States. 
I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) ALVEY A. ADER, 

2nd Assistant Secretary. 



THE CHILIAN TROUBLE. 

After much agitation, at least in the newspapers, it 
seems now probable that there will be no further occasion 
for anxiety about war with Chili. It is gratifying to 
observe how strong the sober sense of our people has all 
the time been against war. It is also gratifying that the 
administration has never really wished to try its new iron 
ships and has fairly represented the peaceable temper of 
our people. 

On the other hand, it will be a pity if we miss the lesson 
of this unfortunate affair. Because we may have easily es- 
caped a conflagration, we need not complacently think that 
we ha\ e been in no danger. It is true that the sober sense 
of the people would have been outraged by a war with 
Chili, but we have been also reminded of the fact that 
the country contains a deal of very inflammable material. 
Nothing, for example, could have been worse than the 
remarks, which we will hope were incorrect, reported 
from our Massachusetts Representative, General Cogs- 
well. If he said the flippant and brutal things which he was 
credited with, he has proved himself a very unsafe man to 
send to Congress. Whether he said them or not, they rep- 
resent a dangerous element of old-world militarism which 
might drag the nation into war, before the more serious 



voice of the people could be heard in protest. Evidently 
the work of Peace Societies in humanizing our people 
and civilizing politics is not yet completed. 

Moreover, we have had a new object lesson of the peril 
of mixing partisan politics with diplomacy. It looks as if 
this trouble in Chili had largely come about from our bad 
habit of choosing the ministers to foreign Powers, not on 
the ground of fitness and merit, but as the reward of 
partisan service. It is a species of insult to a foreign 
Government when we do not try to send the best man 
whom we can appoint. Even if we admit that Mr. Egan 
may have behaved creditably in his delicate negotiations, 
the fact remains that he did not have the general confi- 
dence of his own nation, who were aware that he had not 
been chosen in the interests of the Chilian and the Ameri- 
can people, but for party reasons. This was not doing 
justice to Mr. Egan, who needed the thorough confidence 
and respect of his own nation, in order to have the respect 
of the Chilians. Thus, whichever way we look at it, our 
habit of using the diplomatic service to pay party debts is 
not only dangerous to our people and to our foreign 
neighbors, but it helps to discredit the very men whom it 
is supposed to benefit. However unjustly abused Mr. Egan 
may possibly be, he will have to labor long and hard to 
persuade multitudes of people that his presence in Chili 
was not the chief occasion of this unpleasant menace of 
war. C. F. D. 

Jamaica Plain, Mass. 



THE QUEEN AND AN ITALIAN COUNTESS. 

The following incident possesses an historic interest in 
connection with the Alabama Arbitration : 

The death of the Italian Countess, Isabella Sclopis, 
recalls a little incident which endeared that lady forever 
after to Her Majesty the Queen. It happened at the 
time of the famous Alabama claims, in 1872, when, by 
the intervention of Italy, a peaceful understanding was 
arrived at. When the British Ambassador at Turin 
called on Count Sclopis and politely asked what expenses 
had been incurred, " Permit me," said the Count, smil- 
ing " to introduce to you the only secretary whose services 
I have employed during the negotiation," and he pointed 
to his graceful and blushing wife. Soon after the 
Countess received from London a box containing a mag- 
nificent silver tea-set, presented by Queen Victoria to the 
woman who had helped to save England from a naval war 
with the United States. — Peace and Goodwill. 



What are Sunday newspapers good for, anyhow ? It 
has long been a favorite delusion of a large class of mer- 
chants that they are valuable advertising mediums. 
Now comes John Wanamaker, the great merchant prince 
of America, who spends $5000 a week in advertising, 
and pays a man $1000 a month to look after it, and says : 
"I advertise in every issue, except Sunday, of every 
daily newspaper in Philadelphia." Marshall Field, whose 
business rivals, if it does not surpass, that of Wana- 
maker, never advertises in the Sunday issues of the 
Chicago newspapers, because he does not believe in adver- 
tising on a day when his store is closed. And so we have 
the two greatest dry-goods merchants in America repudi- 
ating the Sunday newspaper as an advertising medium. 
If it is not good for this purpose, what on earth is it 
good for ? — America. 



